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Evangeline Township Planning Commission 
02476 Wildwood Harbor Road, Boyne City, MI   49712 

January 19, 2021, Regular Meeting 
          Approved: February 16, 2021 

1.0 Call to Order and Roll Call:  
Meeting called to order at 5:40 p.m. by Chair Cortright  
Roll Call: 

Present: Rod Cortright (Evangeline Twp, MI), Linda Fry (Evangeline Twp, MI), Larry Taylor 
(Evangeline Twp, MI), Michelle Nichols (Evangeline Twp, MI), and Steve Smith (Evangeline Twp, MI) 
entered during the Master Plan discussion 

 Absent: None 
 Staff: Patrick Kilkenny, Sara Christensen 

Guests: None 
 

2.0 Approval of Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the December 15, 2020 regular meeting were reviewed.  
Motion to approve the minutes as presented by L. Taylor, seconded by M. Nichols: The motion carried 
unanimously with Taylor, Nichols, Fry, and Cortright voting in favor. 
 
3.0 Hearing Citizens Comment-None 
 
4.0 Unfinished Business-None 
 
5.0 New Business 
5.1 Officer Elections 
The current slate of officers is: Chair, Cortright; Vice Chair, Smith; and Secretary, Fry. 
 

Motion by L. Taylor to maintain the current slate of officers, seconded by M. Nichols. The motion carried 
unanimously with Taylor, Nichols, Fry, and Cortright voting in favor. 
 

Tonight’s recommendations for officers will be forwarded to the Evangeline Township Board for approval. 
 
5.2 Master Plan Review 
R. Cortright stated that it has been five (5) years since the last review and the Planning Commission needs 
to review the document to determine if any modifications need to be made to match long- and short-term 
and land use goals of the Township. If modifications are deemed necessary, the prescribed revision process 
will be followed. 
 
P. Kilkenny stated that this topic was included tonight to get the conversation started but can wait for 
further action until all members have a chance to review in detail. He encouraged all to consider things like 
housing that have been hot topics in the past few years. Tonight’s discussion is to get broad based 
comments from the Board to see if there is interest in reviewing in detail. 
 
Discussion was opened and a few minor revision items were pointed out like charts and visual aids that 
need updating for clarity and timeliness. The question about whether anything from the Short Term Rental 
Advisory Committee should be reflected in this document was posed. Chair Cortright expressed his 
opinion that more investigation needs to be done about the desired character the Township is striving for in 
the future (i.e. what is meant by the desire to maintain a resort character along the waterfront). 
 
P. Kilkenny suggested this item be included on the next regular meeting agenda so that Board members 
have time to review the current document in depth and bring thoughts back for discussion with the group. 
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6.0 Reports & Communications-None 
 
7.0 Planner/Zoning Administrator Report  
7.1 Short Term Rental Advisory Committee Update 
P. Kilkenny shared highlights from the first meeting of the Short Term Rental Advisory Committee 
(STRAC) held last week. The meeting went well and was well attended by committee members and 
members of the public. Glenwood Beach area was well represented. Issues discussed included parking, 
noise, trespassing and enforcement. Shared in the meeting agenda packet and reviewed for discussion were 
a few sample Short Term Rental licensing documents from neighboring communities.  
 
The next meeting has not been scheduled yet, but is expected to occur within 2-3 weeks. Rod Cortright is 
Chairman of the STRAC and he intends to invite the Chair and Zoning Administrator from Eveline 
Township and Township Attorney Bryan Graham who also helped write the Eveline Township document 
as this was discussed as a good starting point. Chair Cortright reiterated that enforcement structure will be 
key to a successful implementation strategy. 
 
8.0 Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Planning Commission is scheduled for February 16, 2021, at 
the Evangeline Township Hall at 5:30 p.m.  
 
9.0 Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:11 p.m. by a motion from L. Taylor, seconded by M. Nichols. 
The motion carried unanimously with Taylor, Nichols, Smith, Fry, and Cortright voting in favor. 
 
 
Submitted By: 

  
Sara Christensen, Recording Secretary 


